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counter to its high purpose. Most of the military leaders were
men of high rank but of little authority in their own country
and therefore anxious to acquire territorial sovereignty in
the East—for instance, Godfrey of Bouillon, duke (in name
only) of Lower Lorraine, and his brother Baldwin; Hugh of
Vermandois, brother of the French king; Robert of
Normandy, most insecure in his own duchy and ready now
to pawn it to William II; Raymond of St. Gilles, count of
Toulouse, a man of wealth but little consequence. An
exceptional case was the powerful count of Flanders, Robert
II; his father had already come into touch with Alexius
when on pilgrimage, and he himself was probably actuated by
genuine crusading motives.
Religious	So the acquisition of territory and trade, which had
primary motived the advance against the Moslems in the West, were
motive to have a part in the eastern offensive also. But it still
remained true that the Crusade in its inception was not
actuated by these selfish aims. It was a Holy War, pro-
claimed by the Head of the Church and conducted under his
guidance through his legate, bishop Ademar of Puy; the
participants wore the badge of the Cross (they were cruce-
signati); the Church took their possessions under its protec-
tion, whoever their temporal lords might be ; and it promised
to those who died on crusade the spiritual reward of absolution
from their sins. The great majority of the crusaders were
actuated by deep religious fervour, which fortified them to
attain to their ultimate goal. When misdirected it led to
unfortunate results. Before the expedition proper assembled
at its rendezvous, undisciplined bodies led by fanatics such
as Peter the Hermit (one of those commissioned by Urban
to preach the crusade, but whose zeal outran his wisdom)
rushed blindly to destruction. They provoked attack from
the Hungarians and others through whose lands they passed,
and the remnant which reached Asia Minor fell an easy prey
to the swords of the Seljuks. Again, especially among those
who did not take the cross, the zeal for the Holy Places took
the form of frenzy against the Jews. Particularly in the
Rhine towns there was rioting and massacre; to the crusading
movement is mainly attributable the barbarous persecutions
of the Jews in the Middle Ages.
The Crusade was initiated in an assembly of Frenchmen,

